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Lehali language 


Lehali (previously known as Teqel ) is an Oceanic language spoken 
by about 200 people, on the west coast of Ureparapara Island in 
Vanuatu.^ It is distinct from Loyop, the language spoken on the east 
coast of the same island. 
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Phonology 


Lehali has 10 phonemic vowels. These are all short monophthongs /i 
iEaeeaDDU u/: [4] 


Lehali vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 

Close 

i 


u 

Near-close 

i 


u 

Mid 


a 


Open-mid 

£ 


0 

Near-open 

ae 


D 

Open 

a 


Grammar 


The system of personal pronouns in Lehali contrasts clusivity, and 
distinguishes four numbers (singular, dual, trial, plural) 
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Play media 
A speaker of Lehali.^ 


Spatial reference in Lehali is based on a system of geocentric 

(absolute) directionals, which is in part typical of Oceanic languages, and yet innovative 
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